Eastern Washington University

EWU Digital Commons
Student Newspapers

Eastern Washington University Digital History
Collections

2-10-2016

Easterner, Vol. 67, No. 16, February 10, 2016
Associated Students of Eastern Washington University

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.ewu.edu/student_newspapers
Recommended Citation
Associated Students of Eastern Washington University, "Easterner, Vol. 67, No. 16, February 10, 2016" (2016). Student Newspapers.
909.
https://dc.ewu.edu/student_newspapers/909

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Eastern Washington University Digital History Collections at EWU Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of EWU Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact jotto@ewu.edu.

Volume 66, Issue 16 | February 10, 2016 | A new age for EWU journalism

F
F
I
p
S
t
a
r
e
k
a
m
lm
fi
t
Studen Filmmaker at Spokane International Film Festival, page 5

t Promising
os
M
on
w
en
Li
is
av
Tr
or
ni
Se

“Without an Ending”

“She Only Wants Me for My Body”

“Trio”

About The Easterner
Our Mission:
The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty, staff and
nearby residents of Eastern Washington University of the governance,
activities and views of the campus while providing a learning environment
for students interested in journalism and related fields. Our main goal is to
publish high-quality news content to the community of Eastern Washington
University.
About your paper:
All content in The Easterner is either produced or chosen by EWU students. Our goal is
to provide relevant information to the students, faculty, staff and residents of the communities surrounding EWU.
Circulation:
The Easterner publishes a weekly print version as well as web content during the week
http://www.easterneronline.com. The Easterner is distributed throughout the Cheney
campus and business district as well as Riverpoint and various Spokane businesses.
If you would like The Easterner to be distributed at your business call the Advertising
Department at 509-359-7010.
News Line:
If you have a tip, letter to the editor, press
release or an idea for a story please call The
Easterner tip line at 509-359-6270 or the
general office line at 509-359-6737.

Advertising:
If you would like to place an ad or
classified ad, call 509-359-7010, Fax
509-359-4319 or send an email to
advertising@ewu.edu

Address: The Easterner EWU, Isle Hall 102 Cheney, WA 99004
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The one that’s cheesy
and romantic

Eric Long | editor-in-chief

when you collect 5

R

oses, cards and chocolate. I personally only really like one of
those things but the three get smashed together on one “special” day.
Valentine’s Day is a mere four days away, and for those with
beaus, this means a rush to the nearest store on Sunday morning
to pick up the material things that symbolize love. It’s as if one
cannot love their significant other, and show it, on any other day
except Valentine’s Day. Good luck getting a table at any restaurant;
you’ll be better off going through the drive thru and sharing burgers, fries and a milkshake.
For those who do celebrate the romantic day, I wish you luck
and long, prosperous relationships. In this issue lovers will find
ideas for Valentine’s Day dates in Cheney and Spokane and those
wanting to take their “baes” to the movies can read Joe Matthews’
review of “The Choice.”
We’ve also added Valentine’s Day cards from The Easterner to
our readers, because we love you.
Have a happy — and safe (#winkyface) — Valentine’s Day, Eagles.

A bout The Easterner
Our Mission: The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty,
staff and nearby residents of Eastern Washington University of the governance,
activities and views of the campus while providing a learning environment for
students interested in journalism and related fields. Our main goal is to publish
high-quality news content to the community of Eastern Washington University.
Circulation: The Easterner publishes a weekly print version as well as web
content during the week http://www.easterneronline.com. The Easterner is
distributed throughout the Cheney campus and business district as well as
Riverpoint and various Spokane businesses. If you would like The Easterner to be
distributed at your business call the Advertising Department at 509-359-7010.
Address | The Easterner EWU, Isle Hall 102 Cheney, WA 99004
News Line | tip: (509) 359-6270 — general office: (509) 359-6737
Advertising | call: (509) 359-6270 — fax: (509) 359-7010
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News
EWU student
charged in
connection
with Spokane
shooting

Low gas prices good for student budgets,
bad for global economy
By Colette-Janae Buck | contributing writer

By Jasmine Ari Kemp | news editor

A

n EWU student is dead
after succumbing to a
gunshot wound to the
head at the Palomino Club in
North Spokane.
On Jan. 18, gunfire broke
out just after 2 a.m. outside the
club killing 21-year-old Eduardo
Villagomez.
Spokane police have arrested
three people involved with the
shooting, including LaShawn
Jameison, an Eastern football
player. Jameison was charged
with a drive-by shooting — a
felonious crime.
A press release issued from
the university said Jameison has
been dismissed from the team but
did not officially state Jameison’s
current status as a student.
The Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) limits the university from sharing a student’s
educational record, including
information about whether or
not they are currently attending
school. Eastern’s press release
said that students who are
charged with a felony crime are
removed from classes.
It is standard procedure outlined in EWU’s Student Conduct
Code that students “undergoing
criminal procedures for any
felony charge” can be placed on
interim restriction or suspension
by the dean of students.
While Jameison undergoes
criminal proceedings, the
university could also move
forward with academic review
that is established in the Student
Conduct Code.
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Gas prices in the
Cheney-Spokane
Area
— Downtown Spokane —

Mobil
Conoco

$1.83
$1.85

104 W. 2nd Ave
203 W. 3rd Ave

— South Hill —
7-11
Mobil

$1.83
$1.81

30th & S. Regal St.
17th & S. Ray St.

— North Side —
Safeway
Mobil

$1.81
$1.83

W. 1616 Northwest Blvd.
6616 N. Nevada St.

— Spokane Valley —
Costco
Fred Meyer

$1.77
$1.83

5601 E. Sprague Ave
15609 E. Sprague Ave

— Airway Heights —
Exxon

$1.72

13211 W. Sunset Hwy

— Spokane-Cheney Road —
Cenex

$1.89

4017 S. Spokane-Cheney
Rd. US-195

— Four Lakes —
76

$1.89

SR 904 near I-90

— Cheney —
City Fuel
Maverik

$1.85
$1.87

1st St.
2827 1st. St. & W.
Betz Rd.

— Medical Lake —
Conoco

$1.93

902 Stanley St.

All gas prices are from gasbuddy.com as of Feb. 9.
Graphic by Abbi Vance

T

he wave of low gas prices that recently
hit the northwest is saving students’
wallets from emptying.
Despite only a 9-cent decrease within a
month, students and citizens alike have noticed
a little breathing room has formed in their
budgets. However, for global and domestic
markets, low gas prices could have adverse
effects on economies all around.
EWU sophomore Jess Quinn, who drives
almost 35 miles to attend class at Eastern’s
Cheney campus every day said, “[Low gas prices]
take some of the strain off my student shoulders
when it comes to weekly budgeting.” Using a
gallon of gas for one round trip to and from
Cheney, Quinn said by fueling up on cheaper
gas she can now afford to allocate a little more
money into pricier lunches now and again.
“Normally I budget $3 for lunch every day, but
now my budget can handle a bigger lunch than
normal once and awhile at The Roost,” she said.
This sudden excess of funds for students
as well as regular citizens is not a coincidence.
EWU assistant economics professor Justin
Bucciferro said, “From an individual’s point of
view, low gas prices increases your disposable or
discretionary income.” An increase in discretionary income, or consumer income, allows
individuals the chance to purchase items that are
not necessities like restaurant food, vehicles and
recreational goods, said a 2014 Morgan Stanley
economics report.
Serena Hanes, EWU freshman, said she
can now afford to splurge on coffee which eases
her 8 a.m. class mornings. Hanes said the low
gas prices are a relief to her financial income
configuration when driving 38 miles to school on
four gallons of gas round trip. “I am not forced to
use my student loan [repayment savings] toward
travel,” Hanes said.
Drops in gasoline and petroleum costs
also lower consumer inflation rates placed on
products and items containing petrol. According
to Bucciferro, because a lot of consumer goods
contain petrol, inflation rates on those items
go down. Lower inflation rates then provide individuals with more spendable income to purchase
coffees, more lunch on days when needed and

even allows students to begin saving up to pay off
student loans.
Despite this seemingly positive perspective
low gas prices present to the individual, these
prices have the potential to adversely affect
global economies in oil-producing nations. “In
Iraq, for instance, government budgets are
affected by falling oil prices,” said Bucciferro.
“[Falling oil prices] may prompt cuts in public
employee salaries.” These cuts and the potential
for economic crises may foster social unrest in
those oil-producing countries.
On the United States’ end, low oil prices
and even economic uncertainty of exporting
nations could provide leverage for negotiating
further trades and the lifting of sanctions. “If
countries are facing economic troubles, the
prospect of increased sanctions poses a greater
economic threat,” said Bucciferro. In turn, the
United States and other large oil-importing
countries would force negotiating parties
into trades that yield bigger benefits to the
United States while helping to prevent further
breakdowns of economies.
Long-term economic implications for the
United States are unknown, however. Oil prices
are based on supply and demand. The more gas
and oil that is available to consumers, the lower
the prices will be, the lower inflation will be,
but the less revenue will be produced.
According to Bucciferro, “Most oil-producing
companies own all of their capital value in
property rights to the wells and to the reserve. So
if those assets become less valuable, a widespread
renegotiation of corporate debt in the energy
sector could occur.” This renegotiation could
bring some financial troubles to banks who hold
the debt, ultimately resonating throughout the
financial sector, but no such allegations have
been predicted as of yet.
A United States Energy Information
Administration forecast released predictions that
gasoline through December 2017 is projected
to stay in the $2 range, peaking to the highest
price of $2.37 in July and August 2017. Current
gas prices should stay at a constant low until the
beginning of April 2016 when they are expected
to reach about $2 once more.

Eagle Life

Lien back and enjoy the show
By Brad Brown | contributing writer

F

or most students, Thanksgiving break is a time to enjoy
the three F’s: family, friends and food. But for EWU senior
Travis Lien, it was 14 hours a day of visual effects editing
on campus and multiple helpings of his favorite type of F: film.
Lien’s hard work and talent for filmmaking allowed him
to have not one, but three films featured in the Spokane
International Film Festival (SpIFF) and won him the Most
Promising Filmaker award.
Two of his films, “Without an Ending” and “She Only
Wants Me for My Body,” were nominated amongst the top films
in the festival in the Best of the Northwest category. “Trio,”
a non-verbal film created out of his love for jazz music, was
featured in the Emerging Filmmakers Showcase.
Lien only planned to submit one film to the festival, but his
EWU professors urged him to submit more. “It was a surprise. I
entered one film called ‘Trio’ and my professors liked the other
two films and they kind of entered them for me,” Lien said.
Adam Boyd, his professor and director of SpIFF, knew about
the other two films from his classwork and a 50 hour slam video
competition he helped organize. Boyd said he typically knows
the quality of films that get entered in the Best of the Northwest
category and that Lien’s films were good enough to qualify.
Lien directed “She Only Likes Me for My Body,” which
is about a woman who is married to a corpse, with a team of
people at Spokane’s annual 50 Hour Slam. The 50 Hour Slam
is a competition open to all filmmakers, where groups are given
secret criteria and 50 hours to create a three to six minute movie.
One of Lien’s top skills as a filmmaker is working
post-production special effects. That skill is on full display
in his Mark Twain film adaptation “Without an Ending,” in
which a writer is tasked with tying up loose ends in the series
finale of a hit sci-fi drama.
Kellen Morgan, one of the main actors in the film and an
EWU student, was amazed at what Lien did when the camera
stopped rolling. “It’s kind of funny, I’ve worked with a lot of the
film students over the last couple of years and Travis’ style to me
is a little more unorthodox,” said Morgan. “Most of the time we
get like four or five takes of a scene. Travis, he films once maybe
twice. He goes, ‘Yeah it’s whatever, it’ll work.’ Then he goes into
post-production and you’re like, ‘Jeez man that looks incredible.’”
Lien’s abilities in post-production seem to resonate with
many who have worked with him. Andy Wickwire, an EWU
student-actor in the film “Trio” also said he was amazed by
Lien’s editing. “When we’re on set it’s kind of crazy and out of
control,” said Wickwire. “But it always turns out well because
his editing is pretty insane.”
Morgan described a conversation he had with another
film student on campus. “This kid was like, ‘He’s not only
the best filmmaker at Eastern right now, I think he’s the best
filmmaker at Eastern ever.’ And I don’t disagree with that
whatsoever,” Morgan said.

Travis Lien competed with top filmmakers at Spokane International Film Festival | Photo by Melanie Flint
Boyd noticed Lien was gifted from the first time they
came across each other. “Last year, winter quarter, I
remember he was quiet,” said Boyd. “But he was clearly
capable and good at screenwriting.”
“I’ve always tried to do things that are a little different. Things that people haven’t seen before,” Lien said.
For Morgan that mantra demanded a full male nudity
scene in “Without an Ending.”
“At first when [Lien] hit me with that idea I was like,
you know, ‘Does that have to be in there,’” said Morgan.
“Then I was thinking about it and I totally respect [Lien]

as a filmmaker and like working with him a lot and I
trust him. If he told me to run into a brick wall, there’s
probably a good reason to do it.”
As a self-proclaimed filmmaker, musician, photographer and cat scientist, Lien is well on his way to breaking
into the business. He said special effects is an area he
might explore when he gets out of college, but at the
moment his Senior Capstone production is what he is
focusing on.
All Lien’s work can be viewed on his website at
travislien.com.
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Valentine’s dates on a budget
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

A

lobster dinner for two or a four-course
romantic dinner is not always in the
budget for students on Valentine’s
Day. However, Cheney and Spokane both
have romantic events going on that will
not break the bank.
“I’m not sure what to do around here for
Valentine’s Day,” said EWU senior Zachary
Russell. “I want to go somewhere cool and
nice for a dinner that’s affordable.”
Baldy’s will have a specialized menu
for Valentine’s Day. The food options
are surf and turf, martini salmon,
seared steak with a red wine sauce and
roasted red potatoes. The other option
is seared gnocchi in a creamy marinara
with dinner rolls and valentine cookies.
Monterey Pub and Grill, located
in downtown Cheney, will be doing a
sweethearts dinner with live acoustic music
from 6-8 p.m. The dinner price averages $14
a person, but regular menu items will also be
available for purchase. Afterward there will be a free
Singles Mingle karaoke night.
Speciality Gifts for Special People at EWU is
taking place this year. This program works by ordering
a gift for the Thinking of You (T.O.Y) program from
a selection of baked goods, snacks, seasonal specials,
finals survival kits and balloons to a student or faculty
member only on campus. They do not offer delivery to
off-campus locations.
The featured winter gifts range from $12-$15. These
gifts include a be-well kit, a warm and cozy mug filled
with hot chocolate and apple cider packets, movie snacks
and seasonal cupid cakes. The baskets with balloons are
$15-$20. Balloons and mugs cost anywhere from $12-$15
and sweet treats, which include a brownie pan with a
choice of frostings, are $10. Interested customers can also
add on an espresso or smoothie ticket for $5 extra.
“We do the T.O.Y program every year,” said Teri Scott,
program assistant for dining services. “But they did add
the cupid cakes for Valentine’s Day.” Cupid cakes are
available to purchase for $12.
Deliveries are made between 12-4 p.m. Monday
through Friday by placing the order in Tawanka Hall 120
or by phone, 509-359-2836.
Tawanka Main Street Dining’s brunch will include a
holiday menu served on Feb. 15. Since some students may
be out of town for the three-day weekend, dining services
scheduled the brunch on that Monday, as well as the
usual Sunday, according to assistant director of EWU’s
dining and catering services Paul Kile.
The menu will include a waffle bar, biscuits and
gravy, snack burritos and much more. The cost is one
meal count or $11.95.
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For
those who
live in Spokane
or do not mind the
commute, there are some inexpensive events taking place there as well.
For a romantic outdoor activity, Riverfront Park
Ice Palace in Spokane offers ice skating for $5 per adult and
$3.50 for an ice skate rental. It is open from 7-12 p.m.
Those over the age of 21 can enjoy wine tasting through
Spokane Winery Association on Feb. 13 and 14 from 12-5
p.m. The event is called ValenWine and area wineries
will be open for tasting and sales. The tastings are $5 per
person for about four to five glasses, which is refundable
with any purchase. Usually the wineries will also have
some appetizers.
Avenue West Gallery in Spokane is hosting the Vino
and Chocolate Gala on Feb. 12 from 6-9 p.m. The wine is
paired with chocolate at the cost of $10 a person with free
parking. During the event, musicians Brett and Janet Dodd
will perform bluegrass, folk and americana on a variety of
acoustic instruments.
For couples who are in the mood for some laughs, The
Blue Door Theater will be showing “Stupid Cupid” every
Friday at 8 p.m. during the month of February. The improvised comedy revolves around love, relationships and everything that comes with them. Reservations are highly recommended and can be made by calling 509-947-7095. The cost is
$7 per person and the show is rated for general audiences.

Illustration by Linlin Xing

For a kid-friendly event, The Mobius Museum
in Spokane is offering a party on Feb. 14 that will
be going on all day. The cost is free with museum
admission of $7 for adults and children. Those who
are members or have a child under 12 months, it is
free. This event will include cupid crafts and a bubble
machine running all day for the children’s enjoyment.
Students who find themselves single on the holiday
and looking to do some networking can attend the
Young Professionals Network event associated with
EWU. This is similar to speed dating but instead
students will be speed networking.
The event is hosted at Impulse Lounge at Northern
Quest Casino on Feb. 11 at 5:30-7:30 p.m. with a
registration fee of $10 for one person and $8 a person
for multiple. These prices include appetizers, a drink
ticket and free parking. These students must be at least
21 years of age to attend.
So whether Valentine’s Day includes being in
Cheney or exploring Spokane, there are steals and deals
available in either location for a fun outing.

Eagle Life

Sanders dominates the first
2016 EWU campus political poll
Students and staff voice presidential opinions

Resurrect Your Taste Buds
1420 1st St
Cheney, WA
(509) 498-6603
zomjuice.com

Open Hours
10am - 6pm
E-Cigs and E-Liquids

By Terry Vent | contributing writer

O

n Feb. 2, 42 EWU students, faculty and
staff participated in a poll on presidential candidates.
First, do not take the numbers too seriously.
It is probably safe to say, with 42 ballots, that the
sample size is a little too small to scare Hillary
Clinton to suspend her campaign, convince Rand
Paul to get back in the race or talk The Donald
into returning to “The Apprentice.”
Second, it is early. In the 15 most recent
contested New Hampshire primaries – not counting
sitting Presidents – just eight winners went on to
earn their respective party nominations. The Iowa
Caucuses are even less predictive. Contested winners

won their party nomination just six of 16 times since
the caucuses were moved to the front of the election
cycle in 1972.
Finally, the poll was taken over a week before this
article was published, and some of the names on the
ballot are no longer in the race. Martin O’Malley,
Rick Santorum, Rand Paul and Mike Huckabee have
since suspended their campaigns.
Eighty-three percent of the balloters indicated
they intend to vote in the November election, while
7 percent circled “no.” Ten percent were undecided.
26 percent of the voters were freshmen, 5 percent
sophomores, 29 percent juniors, 26 percent seniors, 7
percent graduate students and 7 percent staff.

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928
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Dive into Swim Time spring quarter
By Jordan Perry | contributing writer

Illustration by Rebecca Savinski

T

he new Swim Time program will allow students to
utilize the Aquatic Center each quarter to stay fit and
earn credit starting spring quarter.
When junior Daniel Kipp signed up for Fast Fitness, he
was told he could not use the Aquatic Center to earn visits for
the class. “I was a little annoyed about the fact, so I started
running around all over the place to find out why,” Kipp said.
He was given a lot of answers concerning the problems of
money, staff and tracking student participation. It seemed to
him the scope of incorporating all campus activities into one
class would not be feasible at the time.
Aquatic Center Manager Greg Schmidt tried for years to
get swimming incorporated into Fast Fitness, but was unable
due to the specific nature of the program. “The Fast Fitness
program, it’s kind of a round peg in a square hole situation,
as far as applying it to climbing or swimming, it doesn’t really
fit,” Schmidt said.
Swim Time, a new program based on the already
successful Climb Time, was the alternative solution. Climb
Time has been run by climbing wall Manager Kevin
Klim for the last five years and allows students to use the
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climbing wall in a program similar to Fast Fitness. Klim
said the class has been great for students as a filler class
and gives them time to stay active and relax in betweentheir more serious studies.
With the structure already in place, Schmidt said setting
up Swim Time was easy. He said Climb Time was already
well-established and working smoothly with no undue strain
on facilities or staff.
Kipp said he wants to get the word out about Swim
Time so enrollment numbers are high and the program
continues to get support. He swam regularly at the
YMCA before he came to EWU and Kipp said he would
like to continue it as a means of working out.
The new program will require students to log 20 hours at
the Aquatic Center. Restrictions will be in place on how many
hours students can log in one week, much like the two visits
per day allowed in Fast Fitness. This means students will have
to spread out their swimming over the quarter.
Schmidt said the Aquatic Center is a valuable resource
provided for students. He said he would like more people
to be motivated and incentivized to use the full value of

it. According to Schmidt, the Aquatic Center could have
handled three times the amount of visitors it received
in January. “My motivation for [Swim Time] is that the
swimming pool is still underutilized compared to what it’s
capable of,” Schmidt said.
The structure of a regular class and the promise of
credit may be just what students need to visit the pool
regularly. The increased student traffic to the Aquatic
Center, located next to Reese Court, would help accomplish Schmidt’s goal of better utilizing the pool as a
resource for students.
This spring, students can register for Swim Time, Climb
Time and Fast Fitness in the physical education department,
giving them more options to workout while earning credit.

Let us know what you think about the new fitness
program being added this spring on Twitter
@EasternerOnline

Eagle Life

Alpha Phi raises over $1,000 with Mr. Greek event
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

T

he Showalter auditorium held an almost full-capacity
crowd on Feb. 5, for the annual Mr. Greek event.
The loud and enthusiastic crowd cheered on the seven contestants during their formal wear, talent performance
and question portion of the evening.
The event was put together by Jennae Brown from Alpha Phi
sorority. In total, they raised $1,115. All the proceeds went to the
Alpha Phi foundation which gives the money to support research
in women’s heart health and cardiac care.
The hosts of the event were Kennedy Bailey, sophomore at EWU and president of Alpha Phi, and Conner
Faulkner, former Mr. Greek 2015.
“I loved hosting this year,” said Bailey. “I did expect
[it to be crowded and loud] because all the houses usually
show up to support their members.”
The contestants competing were from Sigma Delta Theta,
Phi Delta Theta, Beta Theta Phi, and Phi Lambda Phi.
“It starts by reaching out to each fraternity and encouraging
guys to participate, then setting each contestant up with teams of
two to three Alpha Phis that coach them,” Brown said.
The seven contestants included freshman Jack Harrington,
sophomore Jeff Bergeron and junior Antonio Montez who are
a part of Sigma Phi Epsilon. Also, junior Daniel Newman who
is a part of Phi Delta Theta, freshman Viktor Dzelzs from Beta
Theta Phi and sophomore Nathan Longo from Phi Lambda Phi.
The contest started out with the seven contestants modeling their
formal wear while the hosts described a little bit of their background.
Three out of seven were mentioned that they were not from

the local area. Dzelzs lived in Europe for 16 years and English is
his second language, while Longo is from Renton, Washington,
and Newman from the east coast — New Jersey.
Last in formal wear was Montez. He is in the
Washington Army National Guard and is majoring in
history with a minor in military science.
Harrington, Newman and Dzelzs performed a rap for their
talent. Harrington wrote his own original rap song about his
greek life experience. “College is alright but it’s all about the
greek life,” sang Harrington. “I love college because of greek life.”
Newman rapped the B.o.B song “Headband” and to finalize
it, he threw his own headband into the crowd.
Dzelz remixed the Fetty Wap song “Trap
Queen” to “Frat King” where he described his
experience of being in a fraternity.
Bergeron gave the crowd many laughs with
his imitation of the dance from the 2004
movie “Napoleon Dynamite.”
Longo started his routine with a skit
from the movie “The Notebook,” which
turned into a dance to the song “Sorry” by
Justin Bieber.
Montez wrapped up the talent portion of the
night with vocals while playing the piano.
The final portion of the contest included two
questions for each contestant to answer individually. Some of the questions included, what it would
mean to win, who is the most influential person in

For a full gallery of photos from the event, go to easterneronline.com

Do you have a

BIG IDEA?
Are you ready to start a

BUSINESS?

Enter the Northwest Entrepreneur
Competition and win UP TO $7,500
to turn your idea into a business!
Winners also receive in-kind
awards including legal assistance.

their life, what is their idea of a perfect Cheney night and where
do they see themselves in 15 years.
As the judges deliberated, Faulkner performed an acoustic
version of “Love Yourself” by Justin Bieber.
Jeff Bergeron of Sigma Phi Epsilon won Mr. Greek 2016,
with Daniel Newman of Phi Delta Theta as first runner and
Antonio Montez, also of Sigma Phi Epsilon, as second runner up.
“I’m more than happy with how it turned out this
year,” said Brown. “The
contestants were all great
and we raised double the
amount than we
did last year.
I couldn’t be
happier.”

3rd place Antonio Montez, 1st place Jeff Bergeron, 2nd place Daniel Newman
Photo by Melanie Flint

The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition supports
student-led entrepreneurship by providing a place for
college students in the Inland Northwest to pursue the
entrepreneurial ideas and receive the startup support you
need to turn your idea into a business reality.
Participation is limited to students (as teams or individuals) or
student-led teams.
Deadline to enter the competition is February 12, 2016.
After entering, teams must submit a 2 page executive
summary and idea pitch video by February 19, 2016.
Final Competition Date: April 7, 2016
For more information visit: www.nwentrep.com
The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition is a collaborative event supported by
Eastern Washington University, and Gonzaga University, Spokane Community
College and Whitworth University.
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Make the choice to not see ‘The Choice’
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

T

he concepts in Nicholas Sparks’ films haven’t changed a bit.
With the usual set of characters — a young woman moving
to the shores of North Carolina, a man who has yet to experience true love and a boyfriend who gets in the way — “The Choice”
is exactly what audiences have come to expect from Sparks.
Including the typical make-out sessions in the rain, rusty old
trucks and symbolic gazebos, “The Choice” is nothing new and,
although fans of classic Sparks’ films such as “The Notebook”
and “Dear John” will be pleased, moviegoers looking for something original will be disappointed.
Travis, played by Benjamin Walker, lived with his sister in a
house on the shores of North Carolina. Living the single life was
working for Travis, who spent his time boating, grilling and hanging
out with his friends and family. But when medical student Gabby,
played by Teresa Palmer, moved in next door, that all changed.
Seemingly the first woman to ever reject Travis’ attempts at
charm, Gabby had him intrigued from the beginning. Having
a doctor for a boyfriend, played by Tom Welling, Gabby rejected

Travis a couple of times before finally giving in.
When her boyfriend, Ryan, left for a medical conference, the
love affair between Gabby and Travis ensued. Going to private
beaches, taking starlit boat rides and having passionate table sex
were just some of the cliché things on their agenda. Upon return,
Ryan found out about the affair and promptly proposed.
This added even more complication to Gabby’s love life and
she then left the state and hid at her parents. Travis realized he
was truly in love with Gabby and, after seeking her out, he proposed as well. Gabby agreed and soon they have two children and
are living the perfect fairytale life. But, as expected in a Nicholas
Sparks film, tragedy strikes and, as the title hints, someone must
make a choice that could forever change their life.
Overall, the movie was incredibly unbelievable. Benjamin
Walker and Teresa Palmer did work well together, but the script
they were working with just didn’t do them justice. The steamy
romance scenes felt forced, and the flirtatious banter between
the two, though seemingly natural, was not worded well. Lastly,

Courtesy of Lions Gate Entertainment
their little expression, “You bother me,” became overused and
annoying resulting in complete loss of the cuteness factor.
Bringing together all the aspects of the cheesy tragic love
story, “The Choice” is great for those who have become accustomed to the Nicholas Sparks movies and books. But for those
wanting something more unique, this isn’t the movie.
Lacking originality, the film isn’t believable enough to really
get into the story, thus causing the tragic events to not hit the
heart as hard as past Sparks’ films have.

Hurry!
Limited
Offer!

Scan this QR code with
your smart phone to view
floor plans.

Eagle Point Apartments
has bigger units!

1,2,3,4 bedroom & Studio units available.
Stop in today for best selection. Quantities are limited and selection is based on availability!

Discount available today!
Sign a new lease at Eagle Point for the 2016-2017 school year. Best Pricing Now!
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Visit www.iRentSpokane.com

Dental care for your family
- New patients welcome
- Full service quality dentistry
- Friendly, caring atmosphere
- Prompt emergency care

Roses are red
Newspapers
are gray

- Convenient hours
- Botox treatments
- Senior discounts
- Preferred
provider for
most insurance

625 B Street, Cheney
509-235-6137

martinssendds.com

Provider

We hope you
aren’t lonely
On this

Valentine’s
Day
Love,
The Easterner

of
Choice.
To plan your future
and achieve your dreams.

NATIONAL CONDOM WEEK
February 14 - 21

#SafeSexIsSexy

Spokane Health Center
123 E. Indiana Ave.
Spokane Valley Health Center
12104 E. Main Ave.
Schedule online:
PPGWNI.ORG
1.800.230.PLAN

Est.

1916
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Junior Ashli Payne dribbling through pressure against Southern Utah University on Feb. 6 | Photo by Melanie Flint

Sports

EWU women’s basketball sweeps weekend games
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

(Clockwise from left) Amira Chandler facing
pressure. Delaney Hodgins driving to rim.
Ashli Payne performing a post pone. Tisha
Phillips reacting to a call from officials. |
Photos by Melanie Flint

E

WU women’s basketball improves to 10-1 in conference, 16-7 overall, after winning two conference
games this week against Northern Arizona University
and Southern Utah University.
EWU won against NAU on Feb. 4 with a score of
72-65. They continued winning into the next game,
beating SUU, 64-53.
The game against NAU had a slow start while one
of Eastern’s stars, redshirt senior Hayley Hodgins, was
scoreless until midway through the second quarter, and
NAU’s star, Alyssa Rader, was dominating in the paint
and the scoreboard. EWU went into halftime down by 2
points and already had 10 turnovers in the game.
EWU looked like they came out of halftime ready to
prove why they are No. 1 in the conference. They shot 53
percent from the field in the second half, compared to the
first half when they scored 33 percent. EWU broke out
a press which caused NAU to turn the ball over multiple
times, allowing EWU to score 23 points off of turnovers.
Both sophomore forward Delaney Hodgins and redshirt
junior guard Tisha Phillips scored 15 points, and freshman
forward Ashli Payne scored 14 points. Hodgins was close to
recording a double-double, having nine rebounds as well.
Freshman center Amira Chandler played a big role in the
game, scoring 8 points and having six rebounds coming off
the bench.
“Tonight wasn’t our best offensive performance overall,
and our basic half court execution wasn’t great. It was nice

that our press got us going in the second half. It allowed
us to force some turnovers, and I thought it energized us
and got us revved up,” head coach Wendy Schuller said.
The next game against Southern Utah started off slow
for the Eagles. After shooting 35 percent from the field in
the first half, EWU found itself down by 10 points in the
third quarter.
In the final quarter of play EWU trailed, 43-41, but
found its groove when it had the largest lead of the game,
60-47, with less than two minutes left in the game. EWU
shot an average of 40 percent from the field for the game
and 21.1 percent from the 3-point arc.
Both Delaney Hodgins and Hayley Hodgins tied for
the lead scorers, scoring 19 points each. Phillips scored
10 points, while also being the team leader in assists
with six.
Hayley Hodgins has now scored in double-digits
for 39 straight games. She is 58 points behind Brenda
Souther (1983-87) to become Eastern’s all-time NCAA
Division I leading scorer.
Based on her current averages, Hayley Hodgins
is expected to break the record at home on Feb. 18
against Sacramento State. Her 1,663 career points
moved her up to 13th of all-time on the Big Sky
Conference career scoring list. She is now ahead of
WSU’s Melanie Knott (1988-91).
The Eagles will continue their conference play on the
road next week against North Dakota on Feb. 11.
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Hayley Hodgins player of the week
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

R

edshirt senior guard Hayley
Hodgins was named the Big Sky
Player of the Week for the second
week in a row on Feb. 2.
She joins six EWU players who have
won multiple Big Sky Player of the Week
nominations in a single season. The last
time a player met this accomplishment was
women’s basketball player Brianne Ryan
who won three weekly awards during the
2011-12 season.
Hodgins, originally from Pasco,
Washington, scored 33 points against
Portland State on Jan. 28 and followed
that game with 21 points in a win over
Sacramento State on Jan. 30. Hodgins averaged 27 points in those two games, shooting
43.2 percent from the field and 90.9 percent
from the free-throw line.
She had a solid performance against
Montana State on Jan. 21 with a career high
of 34 points in the game, helping knock off
the then first place team in the Big Sky.
Those 34 points were the most scored by any
player in the Big Sky this year.
(Guard)
Hodgins is only 77 points away from
being
the program’s all-time leading scorer
General
and
has
already made the most 3-pointers
Height 5-10
in EWU’s Division I history with 217.
Class standing Redshirt Senior
With her current average of 21.3 points
Major Health Services 		
per game, she is set to break the record on
		Administration
Feb. 18, at home against Sacramento State.
She is currently in 14th place in Big
Sky history with a current total of 1,632
2015-16 Statistics
career points and is on pace to finish with
Points per game 20.8
1,845 career points, which would be good
Rebounds per game 3.9
for sixth all-time in conference history.
Assists per game 2.0
Hodgins has played in 115 career
games
and over 3,602 career minutes
Steals per game 2.2
as an EWU player. She passed Brianne
Blocks per game 1.2
Ryan for the most career minutes in
program history during the game against
Awards
Sacramento State on Jan. 30.
		 • Big Sky All-Academic
This is the third time Hodgins has won
		 Team (3x)
the award. “This honor is a well-deserved
		
• Big Sky Player of the
award for Hayley,” said head coach Wendy
		 Week (3x)
Schuller. “It’s great to see her get the
recognition she deserves. She’s played
2014-15 First Team All-Big Sky
outstanding basketball all season and has
2013-14 Honorable Mention Allcontinued to shine as one of the better
		 Big Sky
players in the Big Sky Conference.”
2012-13 Big Sky Freshman
The EWU women’s basketball team
		 of the Year
remains tied for first place in the Big Sky
standings and continues conference play
Ranks second in school history and 13th in Big Sky
on the road next week starting at North
history for most career points with 1,663 (58 points
Dakota on Feb. 11.
shy of tying the school record).

Hayley Hodgins
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Eagles to gain 19 new players for
2016 football season
By Riley Baker | staff writer

A

fter missing the playoffs last
season, the Eagles were looking for improvements going
into signing day. On Feb. 3 at Northern Quest Casino, head coach Beau
Baldwin announced Eastern signed 19
high school players to attend and play
football for EWU.
Headlining the additions was quarterback Eric Barriere from La Habra
High School in La Habra, California.
He also received an offer to play at
Hawaii, an FBS school, but turned it
down to come to Eastern, an FCS school.
The 5-foot-10 Barriere is a dual threat
who can be developed into an all-league
quarterback according to Baldwin.
“He was the top quarterback since
we started the recruiting process,
even before his senior season,” said
Baldwin. “He’s going to fit into our
program and offense extremely well.”
Barriere had 130 touchdowns with
9,304 passing yards and 1,718 rushing
yards in his high school career. He
led his team to an overall record of
30-8 and a perfect league record,
while leading the Highlanders to
three championship seasons.
The Eagles also signed three
running backs including Antoine
Custer Jr., Tamarick Pierce and Jason
Talley. Custer is a California twotime all-state selection out of De La
Salle High School. Pierce is also an
all-state selection from Saint Mary’s
High School in Oakland, California.
Talley is an all-state selection from
Jesuit High School, which was the
Oregon State 6A Champion in the
2015-2016 season. He is the younger
brother of Jordan Talley, who was a
running back and linebacker for the
Eagles from 2011-14.
After losing five senior starters and
two other seniors from the offensive line

“

this year, the Eagles signed five offensive
linemen in this class, including D.J.
Dyer, Connor Crist and Brett Thompson.
Dyer is an all-state selection
out of Kennewick High School in
Kennewick, Washington; Crist is from
Tigard High School in Tigard, Oregon;
and Thompson is from Olympia High
School in Olympia, Washington.
“Outside of quarterback and offensive line, we hit some needs here and
there that are essential every year,” said
Baldwin. “We ended up filling in other
positions with a lot of quality players.”
The Eagles added a pair of
wide receivers, including Xavier
James from Verrado High School in
Buckeye, Arizona, and Kyle OlsonUrbon from Gig Harbor High School
in Gig Harbor, Washington.
To round out the signings, Eastern
added a pair of tight ends, a pair of
defensive linemen, a defensive tackle,
a cornerback, a linebacker and a
safety. Overall, the Eagles added
thirteen players to their offense and
six to their defense.
Baldwin said he was very happy
with the additions they made. “We were
able to sign a lot of offensive linemen
again, which was key,” said Baldwin. “I
know we signed a great o-line class last
year, but we needed great back-to-back
classes to keep that depth.”
He did not stray from giving
the rest of his staff credit for a
successful signing day either. “Our
assistant coaches did a great job
on being on this class very early,”
said Baldwin. “One of the reasons
we were able to sign a lot of these
players was because of the efforts
they put forth to develop relationships. I compliment our assistant
coaches who do much of the
groundwork for that.”

We hit some needs here and
there that are essential every year.
- Beau Baldwin | Head Coach at Eastern Washington University
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Eagles continue to hit Big
Sky qualifying marks
By Brandon Cline | sports editor

Kaytlyn Coleman breaks EWU weight throw record in Bozeman, Montana | Contributed by goeags.com

T

he EWU track and field teams traveled
to Bozeman, Montana, to participate in
the Montana State University Invite,
adding five more conference qualifying marks
as they inch closer to the Big Sky Indoor
Championships in Bozeman Feb. 25-27.
At the front of it all was senior Kaytlyn
Coleman, winning the shot put with a personal
best throw of 47-9 and setting a school record
in the weight throw with a distance of 66-5
3/4. Coleman’s weight throw broke former
Eagle Nicole Luckenbach’s record throw of
65-9, set in 2010. It also landed Coleman in
fifth place on the Big Sky all-time list.
The women had a double-winner on the track,
with sophomore Rebecca Tarbert winning the
60-meter dash with a time of 7.58 seconds and the
200-meter dash in a personal best time of 25.11
seconds. Tarbert’s time in the 200-meter qualified
her for the Big Sky championships as well.
In the triple jump, sophomore Dominique
Butler won the event and qualified for the Big
Sky championships all at once, with a jump of
38-1 1/2. The women’s other conference qualifier
of the day was sophomore Macey Weitz in the
pole vault where she finished third, behind fellow
teammate redshirt junior Anandae Clark, who
had already set a qualifying mark.
The 4x400 relay team of senior Erika
Lombardo, junior Paige Hammock, sophomore
Leanne Asper and junior Brooke Monson
finished first at the invite, posting a time of
3:53.72, eighth-best in school history.
“The team as a whole continues to improve
as we get closer to the Big Sky Conference
Championships,” said women’s head coach

Marcia Mecklenburg. “It will be fun to see
what they do in three weeks when we are back
in Bozeman for that meet.”
Like the women, the men’s team cleaned
up on the track as well, with sophomore Jeremy
VanAssche and sophomore Tyree Fort finishing
first and second respectively in the 60-meter dash.
VanAssche’s time of 6.78 seconds is the third-fastest time in school history, while Fort’s time of 6.93
qualified him for the conference championships.
The Eagles’ fifth qualifier from the
invite came from redshirt sophomore Aaron
Cunningham, finishing second in the shot put
with a throw of 53-5 3/4. Junior Austin Upmeyer’s
time of 49.97 seconds in the 400-meter was good
for first place at the event, while freshman Larry
Still finished first in the pole vault with a height
of 16-4 3/4, third-best in school history.
“If you enjoy fireworks, you were treated
to a great display of performances tonight put
on by the EWU track and field teams,” said
men’s head coach Stan Kerr, who is in his 20th
season as a head coach at EWU. “Overall, I
thought we had a very productive night. This
trip to Bozeman has special dividends in that
we were very productive on the track and field
while experiencing the venue we’ll return to in
a couple of weeks for the championships.”

What’s next: The Eagles will travel to Seattle
on Feb. 25 and 26 to participate in the University
of Washington Husky Classic, the final event
before the Big Sky Indoor Championships.

Men’s basketball defeats NAU, SUU
By Riley Baker | staff writer

T

he Eagles are soaring into the
final few games of the season
after winning a pair of road
games, lengthening their winning
streak to four games. EWU defeated
Northern Arizona University and
Southern Utah University this weekend to improve to 13-10 overall and
7-4 in the Big Sky Conference.
On Feb. 4 they took on NAU
after previously defeating them at
home, 96-73, on Jan. 16. The Eagles
started off on fire and absolutely
dominated the first half leading,
41-27, at halftime.
EWU went on a stretch where the
team made 13 of 19 attempts to extend
its 3 point lead to 14. The Eagles shot
at a 50 percent mark from the field
and made seven 3-point shots while
holding NAU to a 36 percent mark
from the field and 33 percent from
the 3-point arc.
Going into the second half, EWU
shot at a 39 percent mark from the
field and made six 3-point shots, but
had gained enough of a lead in the
first half to hold on and win, 84-73.
Sophomore forward Bogdan
Bliznyuk and senior forward Venky
Jois each finished with double-doubles. Bliznyuk shot a career-high six
3-pointers to finish with 22 points
and 10 rebounds. Jois had his 33rd
career double-double shooting 14
points while adding 11 rebounds and
three blocked shots.
Senior guard Austin McBroom
finished with 28 points and junior
forward Felix Von Hofe made 12.
On Feb. 6, EWU battled SUU
in another strong outing. Sinking
50 percent of their shots from the
field and 46 percent from the arc,
the Eagles took a 38-29 lead at
halftime. They held SUU to only 42
percent from the field.
In the second half SUU came
out strong and came within 2 points
with just over 10 minutes left in the
game, but the Eagles’ defense stepped
up to fend them off. Holding the
Thunderbirds to just 4 points in the
final 2:55 of the game, EWU finished
strong to win, 81-67.
Jois recorded a double-double in
his third consecutive game, the 34th
of his career and his eighth of the

Bogdan Bliznyuk blocks a shot
Contributed by EWU sports information
season. He scored 11 points and
had 11 boards.
Bliznyuk had yet another solid
outing, scoring a career-high 26
points to go along with seven
rebounds. In his last seven games,
Bliznyuk averaged 15.3 points and 9.3
rebounds a game.
McBroom scored 19 points and
Von Hofe made 9.
After the road sweep, the Eagles
are in a strong position heading
into the final few games of the
season. EWU is tied for third
place in the conference with the
University of North Dakota.
“Our players really toughed it out
and were offensively efficient,” said
head coach Jim Hayford. “It was good
that in both games we just came in,
played to our identity and left with
wins and a sweep ... We’re playing
some good basketball right now.”

What’s next: The Eagles will head
home to face UND on Feb. 11 at 6:05
p.m. to play for the lone third-place spot
in the Big Sky Conference.
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